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The function of education is to teach
one to think intensively and to think
critically. Intelligence plus character i
that is the goal of true education.
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Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
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Fifty-Sixth Commencement Exercises

Summer 2024

Eastern Gateway Community College - Steubenville Campus
Saturday Morning, August 10th, 10:00 a.m.



Eastern Gateway Community College
2024 Commencement Program

Saturday Morning Ceremony

Welcome. . ... Mr. Arthur Daly
Master of Ceremonies, Executive Senior Vice President and Chief Development Officer

National Anthem. . ........................... Ms. Beth A. Rupert-Warren
Eastern Gateway Community College 2005 Graduate

OpeningRemarks. ............. ... .. ... ... ... ... Mr. Arthur Daly
Master of Ceremonies, Executive Senior Vice President and Chief Development Officer

Commencement Address. ... ........................ Rev. Dr. James Baber
Executive Vice President Emeritus, Jefferson Community College
and Eastern Gateway Community College

Presentation of Degrees and Remarks. . .................... Mr. Arthur Daly

Master of Ceremonies, Executive Senior Vice President and Chief Development Officer

Presentation of Candidates ... . ... .. .. .. .. ... .. .. Ms.Rebecca Forney
Dean of Academics

Dr. Hamid Nawaz
Interim Dean of Health, Science & Public Service

Conferring of Degrees & Concluding Remarks ... . ....... . Mr. Arthur Daly

Master of Ceremonies, Executive Senior Vice President and Chief Development Officer



Eastern Gateway Community College
2024 Commencement Address Speaker

Rev. Dr. James Baber, Executive Vice President Emeritus
Jefferson Community College & Eastern Gateway Community College

Greetings! I am Dr. James (Jim) Baber, a
resident of Steubenville, Ohio. I relocated to
Ohio in July of 2005 to serve as the Executive
Vice President of Academic and Student Affairs
at Jefferson Community College, now Eastern
Gateway Community College. I also served as
the Executive Vice President and Director of the
College’s foundation. I have served several
community colleges in Mississippi, Illinois,
Kansas, Missouri, and Ohio.

In May of 1973 I was called to Pastor Hopewell
M.B. Church in McCool, Mississippi, where I
served as Pastor until November of 1985 when I
relocated to Chicago, Illinois. In 1976 I was called to Pastor the Big Jerusalem M.B. Church
in Ackerman, MS, and served until 1985. I served as an Associate Pastor of the St. Luther
M.B. Church of Jackson, MS, from 1982 to 1985. In 1996 I was called as pastor of the New
Hope M.B. Church of Parson, KS, where I served as Pastor until 2005. I have served as an
Associate Pastor of the Second Baptist Church of Steubenville, OH since 2005. In October
of 2023 I was called to pastor Calvary Community Missionary Baptist Church of

Steubenville.

In 1968 I attended Jackson State University majoring in History. In 1973 I attended Jackson
State to complete my Master’s degree in Counseling. In 1993 I received my Doctoral degree
in Adult and Continuing Education from Northern Illinois University in Dekalb, IL. I have
attended several seminaries over the years.

I have served numerous roles in religious organizations at the local, state, and national,
associations, congresses, and conventions. I was the first Black Executive Vice President of
Eastern Gateway Community College, and the first Black President of the Steubenville
Rotary Club. For the past two years I served as President of ACTION in Youngstown, OH. I
currently serve on the following boards; The Urban Mission, The Boy Scouts Council of
Wheeling. WV, President of the MLK Association of Steubenville since 2006, Vice President
of the Sycamore Center of Steubenville, Board member of the Steubenville Rotary Club,
board member of Board of Disabilities, former Key leader of the Brotherhood of Second
Baptist Church, and currently serving on the Juneteenth event committee.



Adriana Gizela Acuna ** // Arizona // Associate of Applied Science - Social Work

Joel Tremaine Akens* // Nevada // Associate of Applied Business - Business
Management

Johnny Alexander * // Connecticut // Associate of Applied Business - Business
Management

Silvana Aliaga // New York // Associate of Arts

Anastasia Alvarez // New York // Associate of Applied Business - Business
Management

Ashley Julieta Anzueto * // Alaska // Associate of Applied Business - Business
Management

Marilyn Armijo // California // Associate of Arts

Salvatrice Arnone *** // California // Associate of Arts - Teacher Education

Devin C Baker * // West Virginia // Associate of Applied Business - Business
Management

Katherine ] Boyd *** // Ohio // Certificate of Medical Assisting

Jessielyn Bracero // California // Associate of Applied Business - Accounting

Brinton Judson Brown ** // Ohio // Associate of Applied Science - Criminal Justice

Zanita Brown * // Maryland // Associate of Applied Business - Business
Management

Reiss Charlotte Burke // California // Associate of Applied Science - Social Work

Cum Laude -* Magna Cum Laude - **  Summa Cum Laude - ***  Veteran- &



Errol Tevin Campbell * // New York // Associate of Applied Business - Business
Management

Denisse Lisette Cancino Lemp *** // Nevada // Associate of Applied Business -
Accounting

Amanda E Canseco * // Arizona // Associate of Applied Science - Health
Information Management

Kayla Carr // Pennsylvania // Certificate - Paralegal

Lexus Carter // Ohio // Associate of Arts

Thor Causing *** // California // Associate of Applied Business - Business
Management

Shelby Lynn Celentino ** // Pennsylvania // Associate of Arts - Teacher Education

Deveeta Chatman // Ohio // Associate of Applied Science - Teacher Education

Rebecca Lynn Christian // Ohio // Certificate of Medical Assisting

Kiona Clark // Ohio // Associate of Arts

Jacqueline Coats // Florida // Associate of Arts

Emily M Coil *** // Ohio // Certificate of Medical Assisting

Rosa Maria Eatman * // New Jersey // Associate of Applied Business - Business
Management

Rayven Ellis // Ohio // Associate of Applied Science - Social Work

Cum Laude -* Magna Cum Laude - **  Summa Cum Laude - ***  Veteran- &



JudithBelle Tifuh Enow * // Maryland // Associate of Applied Science - Health
Information Management

Julie Evans // North Carolina // Associate of Applied Science - Healthcare
Administration

Caitlin Evers // Ohio // Associate of Arts - Teacher Education

Kenisha Onika Eversly // New York // Associate of Applied Science - Social Work

Kristy Lynn Farina *** // Pennsylvania // Associate of Arts - Teacher Education

Zhaynea Diamond Ford Smith // California // Associate of Applied Science -
Criminal Justice

Latonya Lashawn Frazier // New York // Associate of Applied Science - Social
Work

Nebiat Garbutt ** // Nevada // Associate of Applied Business - Business
Management

Gregory Garvey *** // Pennsylvania // Associate of Applied Business - Business
Management &

Tiffany Latrice Glasper // California // Associate of Applied Science - Healthcare
Administration

Amber Lyn Gobrish // Pennsylvania // Associate of Applied Business - Business
Management

Taylor Graham ** // Virginia // Certificate - Paralegal

Eric Green // Tennessee // Associate of Technical Studies - Information
Technology

Cum Laude -* Magna Cum Laude - **  Summa Cum Laude - ***  Veteran- &



Samantha Nicole Hall // California // Associate of Applied Business - Paralegal

Tanisha Hall // Maryland // Associate of Applied Science - Health Services

Vanessa Naomi Hall // New Jersey // Associate of Applied Science - Criminal
Justice

Shanna R Hancock * // Colorado // Associate of Applied Science - Social Work

Anthony Obafunso Hassan ** // New York // Associate of Applied Business -
Business Management

Miriah Andrea Haynes // Ohio // Associate of Applied Science - Criminal Justice

Jenna Marie Hoffman *** // Ohio // Certificate of Medical Assisting

Douglas E Householder // Ohio // Associate of Applied Business - Paralegal

Brandon Jamari Huewitt // Michigan // Associate of Arts

Latosha R Jenkins // Ohio // Certificate of Medical Assisting

Daniel Jones // Pennsylvania // Associate of Applied Business - Business
Management

Nicholas Bradley Katzinger // Michigan // Associate of Applied Business - Business
Management

Heather Lynn Keene * // Pennsylvania // Associate of Applied Science - Health
Services

Renae Nicole Kelley ** // Georgia // Associate of Applied Business - Paralegal

Cum Laude -* Magna Cum Laude - **  Summa Cum Laude - ***  Veteran- &



Ahmed Jamal Khan // Wisconsin // Associate of Applied Business - Business
Management

Carmen Renetta Lewis *** // Texas // Associate of Applied Science - Social Work

Holly Ann Lewis * // California // Associate of Arts - Teacher Education

Isaac Licht // Minnesota // Associate of Arts

Richard Zachary Long *** // Michigan // Associate of Technical Studies -
Information Technology

Lynne Marie Lowery // Michigan // Associate of Arts - Teacher Education

Paul A Marino *** // Ohio // Associate of Technical Studies - Information

Technology

Krizia Marquez // Connecticut // Certificate - Medical Scribe Specialist

Makaylah McClinton * // Illinois // Associate of Applied Science - Health Services

Shauna T McCoy // New York // Associate of Applied Science - Health
Information Management

Dana McDonald // California // Associate of Applied Business - Accounting

Whitney C Mckenna // Alabama // Associate of Applied Science - Health Services

Dustin McKiernan * // Texas // Associate of Applied Business - Business
Management

Kristi Leigh McNemar // Ohio // Certificate - Medical Coding Specialist

Nature Love McPeek // Ohio // Associate of Applied Science - Criminal Justice

Cum Laude -* Magna Cum Laude - **  Summa Cum Laude - ***  Veteran- &



Maria Guadalupe Mendoza // California // Associate of Arts - Teacher Education

Lauren Meronoff // Ohio // Certificate of Medical Assisting

Christopher Andre Michaels // New York // Associate of Technical Studies -
Information Technology

Quintin Thomas Miller // Washington // Associate of Applied Business - Business
Management

Janine Morgan * // New York // Associate of Applied Business - Business
Management

Heike GregoryQuintana Nacua * // California // Certificate - Medical Coding
Specialist

Michael Joseph Nicosia // West Virginia // Associate of Applied Business -
Business Management

Ashley Norton // Illinois // Associate of Arts

Peter Orfanos * // Massachusetts // Associate of Technical Studies - Information
Technology

Ivette Ortiz Teran * // New York // Associate of Applied Science - Health
Information Management

Debony Pabon * // Pennsylvania // Associate of Applied Science - Health Services

David Parish ** // Indiana // Associate of Applied Business - Business
Management

Baliey Susann Parliament // Ohio // Associate of Applied Science - Veterinary
Technician

Cum Laude -* Magna Cum Laude - **  Summa Cum Laude - ***  Veteran- &



Laniche Passig // Georgia // Associate of Technical Studies - Information
Technology

Eleodora PerdomoValdes // Connecticut // Associate of Applied Science -
Healthcare Administration

Shanna Marie Perrige // Ohio // Certificate of Medical Assisting

Temeka Quick // Michigan // Associate of Applied Science - Health Services

Maribel Ramirez // California // Associate of Arts - Teacher Education

Yasmin C Ramirez *** // California // Associate of Applied Business - Business
Management

Shannon Ray* // Kentucky // Associate of Applied Science - Health Information
Management

Sylvia Rebich // New York // Associate of Applied Science - Health Information
Management

Sara A Renderos * // California // Associate of Applied Science - Health Services

Jason L Ridgway * // West Virginia // Associate of Applied Science - Criminal
Justice

AbbyJo Rivera // Connecticut // Associate of Applied Business - Business
Management

Jaqueline Isabel Rojas *** // California // Associate of Applied Business -
Accounting

Drew Schroeder // Pennsylvania // Associate of Applied Business - Business
Management

Cum Laude -* Magna Cum Laude - **  Summa Cum Laude - ***  Veteran- &



Markyia Dashan Sherman // Georgia // Associate of Applied Business - Business
Management

Ashley Beth Shoaf // Illinois // Associate of Applied Science - Health Services

Melisa Erica Simmons // Georgia // Associate of Applied Science - Criminal Justice

Emily Rose Sipher // New York // Associate of Technical Studies - Information
Technology

Karina Roberta Sisk // Ohio // Associate of Arts

Kristopher Duane Smith * // Michigan // Associate of Applied Science - Criminal
Justice

Brittany Leigh Snell // Michigan // Associate of Applied Business - Business
Management

Elise Snyder ** // Ohio // Associate of Applied Business - Business Management

Becky Spears ** // Wyoming // Associate of Applied Business - Accounting

Rebekah A Stark // Washington // Certificate - Medical Coding Specialist

Paula Stewart * // Maryland // Associate of Arts - Teacher Education

Shannon K Sweeney // Illinois // Associate of Applied Science - Health
Information Management

Shawanna Shameeka Taylor // New York // Associate of Applied Science - Health
Information Management

Andrea Olivia Tejada *** // Nevada // Associate of Applied Business - Business
Management

Cum Laude -* Magna Cum Laude - **  Summa Cum Laude - ***  Veteran- &



Fanny Terry* // Illinois // Associate of Applied Science - Social Work

Curtis Thompson // Ohio // Associate of Applied Science - Health Information
Management

Paul Tyes ** // New York // Associate of Applied Business - Professional Office
Management

Shantall Elizabeth Vera Barba * // California // Associate of Applied Science -
Health Services

AiyahDon Yazmeen Walker // Washington DC // Associate of Applied Business -
Business Management

Monica M Walker // Illinois // Associate of Arts - Teacher Education

Jezmin Renna Webb // Texas // Certificate - Medical Coding Specialist

Rebbecca Weimer // Alaska // Associate of Applied Business - Business
Management

Taylore Welch // Ohio // Associate of Applied Business - Business Management

Deborah Wenzel *** // Oregon // Associate of Applied Business - Business
Management

Emily May White ** // California // Associate of Arts

Anna Wisniewski *** // Florida // Associate of Applied Business - Paralegal

Jacob William Woods * // Ohio // Associate of Technical Studies - Information
Technology

Clarence Mack Zanders // Ohio // Associate of Applied Business - Business
Management

Cum Laude -* Magna Cum Laude - **  Summa Cum Laude - ***  Veteran- &



Eastern Gateway Community College

President Emeritus

John Crooks, Ph.D.; Michael Geoghagan, MBA; Jimmie Bruce, Ed.D.;
Laura M. Meeks, Ph.D.; Edward L. Florak, Ed.D.; & Fred S. Robie, Ph.D

Trustees Emeriti

Sister Patricia McNicholas, Carter Lewis, John T. Gilmore, Arthur J.
D’Anniballe, Dorothy Blaner, Harry B. Chalfant, Thomas D’Anniballe,
Frank S. Dimit, E. Dale Featheringham, Patricia L. Fletcher, Samuel S.
Johnston, Joseph S. Matthews, W. Joseph Michl, Ruel Mitchell, Nick A.
Mougianis, Anthony L. Shreve, Brenard H. Watson, and James C. Wilson

Former Trustees

James Gasior, Dr. Keith Meredith, Thomas D’Anniballe, Angela Mastros,
Kathy Maguschak, Carlton Ingram, Joseph A. Cameneti, Dale Gibson
Foerster, David H. Coy, Christine Dennison, Lois Elaine Thornton, JoAnn
LaGuardia, William “B.J”. Nurczyk, Jr., H. Gilson Blair, Pearl K. Mills,
Robert T. Maiorano II, Derek Ferguson, John W. Beveridge, Sandra
Bonitatibus, R. Peterson Chalfant, William B. Chesson, Raymond T.
Connolly, Donald T. Crane, Willard Davis, Paul Defenbaugh, Dr. Susan C.
Fisher, William M. Fisher, Nina Gentile, Presley Gillespie, James H. Hilz,
Barbara J. Hubbard, the late Robert T. Hughes, Samuel W. Kerr, Isabelle
Lippert, Ty Lollini, Larry Long, William M. McCarty, Marilyn Montes,
William E. Mullane, Dominic Rotella, David Russell, Molly S. Seals,
Jewette Toney, Joseph Urich, Pete Wallace, Kathi McNabb Welsh, Dante
Zambrini



Eastern Gateway Community College
The Symbols of Learning

The commencement procession today, in this country and abroad, is a pageant,
alive and bright with the dress and ceremony inherited from the medieval
universities of the 11th and 12th centuries.

Academic life as we know it today began in the Middle Ages - with Bologna and
Paris, Oxford and Cambridge, Edinburgh, Glasgow, and Louvain - first in the
Church, then in the guilds. The teaching guild was the Guild of the Master of
Arts, where the Bachelor was the apprentice of the Master and the dress was
the outward sign of privilege and responsibility. The dress made visible, in
color and pattern, the unity of men of like purpose. Twelfth century records of
Oxford University carry this justification for academic dress: “It is honourable
and in accordance with reason that clerks to whom God has given an advantage
of the lay folk in their adornments within, should likewise differ from the lay folk
outwardly in dress.”

The principal features of academic dress are three: the gown, the cap, and the
hood.

The Gown.

The flowing gown comes from the 12th century. Many think it was worn in
olden times as protection against the cold of unheated buildings. It has become
symbolic of the democracy of scholarship, for it completely covers any dress
of rank or social standing underneath. It is black with pointed sleeves for the
Bachelor’s Degree; long, closed sleeves for the Master’s Degree, with a slit for
the arm; and round open sleeves for the Doctor’s degree. The gown worn for
Bachelor’s or Master’s Degrees has no trimmings. The gown for the Doctorate
degree is faced down the front with velvet and has three bars of velvet across
the sleeves, in the color distinctive of the faculty or discipline to which the
degree pertains.

The Cap.

The freed slave in Ancient Rome won the privilege of wearing a cap, and so
the academic cap is a sign of the freedom of scholarship and the responsibility
and dignity with which scholarship endows the wearer. Old poetry records the
cap of scholarship as square to symbolize the book, although some authorities
claim that the mortar board is the symbol of the masons, a privileged guild.



Eastern Gateway Community College
The Symbols of Learning

The Hood.

Heraldically, the hood is an inverted shield with one or more chevrons of a
secondary color on the ground of the primary color of the institute or college.
The color of the facing of the hood denotes the discipline represented by the
degree; the color of the lining of the hood designates the institution from which
the degree was granted.

The cap and gown used by the recipient of the Associate Degree are charcoal
colored, accented with black sleeve trim and yoke tabs. The hood is designed
with the institution colors in a V chevron.



Eastern Gateway Community College
College Emblems

Some of the students participating in todays commencement ceremony are
wearing emblems which recognize their academic achievements.

Gold Medallion.

Students who have maintained a 3.5 or above grade average received a gold
medallion at the Honors Convocation in recognition of outstanding academic
achievement.

Red, White and Blue Cords.

Students who served in the active military, naval, air or space service are
designated with Red, White and Blue Cords. Eastern Gateway thanks you for your
service to this country.

Blue Stole.

Students who are the first in their family to earn a college degree are designated
by a blue stole with pointed ends and embroidered with First Generation College
Student.

Gold Tassel and Stole.

The gold tassel and stole denotes membership in Phi Theta Kappa, the Two Year
International Honor Society. All students displaying these emblems of
accomplishment as part of their graduation regalia deserve a hearty
congratulations.

Royal Blue Stole with White Trim.

Members of the Student Government Association are designated by a royal blue
stole with pointed ends and white trim. The logo of the Student Government
Association appears in white on the left side of the stole. If a student was an
officer (President, Vice President, or Secretary), it is embroidered on the opposite
side of the stole.

Blue and Green Cords.

Students who have successfully completed the Student Ambassador leadership
development program earn cords to wear at graduation. Students wearing a single
honors cord with the school colors of blue and green intertwined are graduates of
the Student Ambassador program.



Eastern Gateway Community College
College Emblems

Kente Cloth Stole.

Members of the Black Student Union are designated by a Kente cloth stole. The
Kente stole is a symbol of achievement and overcoming hardship. It pays
homage to the ancestors' sacrifices, reunites African Americans with Africa, and
asserts their hope and confidence in the future.

Silver and Green Cords.

Members of the IT Club are designated with Silver and Green Cords.
Representing their membership and commitment to embracing technology for
the betterment of all.

Red and Black Cords.

Participants in the TRIO Scholars Program, a federally funded Student Support
Services grant, are designated with red and black cords. These cords represent
the hard work that low-income, first-generation, and disabled students have
made in successfully completing a degree or certificate program.

College Mace.

The origination of the mace dates back to medieval times when it was used as
a weapon. Medieval European bishops forbidden the use of the sword were
allowed to enter battle with a mace, often an iron or steel club designed to split
armor. By the 16th century, the mace, a symbol of authority, was embraced as a
ceremonial object by colleges and universities. Traditionally, the mace is
carried as part of formal academic occasions by the Grand Marshal.

The mace of Eastern Gateway Community College was designed by Nelson
Fine Arts & Gifts in Steubenville, Ohio. The mace is fifty-three inches long and
sculpted from walnut. The colors at the base of the mace are red and gold
representing the colors of Jefferson Technical Institute and Jefferson
Community College. The upper portion of the mace features the colleges
official seal and colors, which represent the five core values.
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